
MINUTES OF THE CLAY TOWNSHIP ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS HELD ON 
THURSDAY, MARCH 15, 2007 AT 7:30 P.M. IN THE CLAY TOWNSHIP BOARD ROOM,  
4710 PTE. TREMBLE ROAD, CLAY TOWNSHIP, MI  48001 
 
Chairman Nelson called meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
1.  Roll call 
Present:   Joanne Shirkey, Ron Nelson, John Makuch, Marianne Diss, Anthony Antkowiak. 
                Michael Kras, Zoning Administrator 
 
2.  APPROVAL/AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA 
Suggestion by Makuch to add 6A discussion of new ordinance. 
Moved by Makuch, supported by Shirkey, to approve the agenda as amended.   
AYES:  All.  NAYES:  None.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF  FEBRUARY 15, 2007 
Antkowiak:  p.2 change will to may. 
Moved by Antkowiak, supported by Makuch, to approve the minutes as corrected. 
AYES:  All.  NAYES:  None.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
4.  ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS PREFACE 
 
Chairman:  The ZBA addresses mainly practical difficulty based on lot size, location and/or shape or 
contour and location of existing buildings.  We are guided by Section 27.04 of Ordinance #123.  There 
are five members on the ZBA, all of whom are present tonight.  Three (3) members must vote the same 
way for a motion to be granted for a variance.  Three (3) members constitute a quorum.  You may speak 
when so directed.  Everyone will have a chance to speak.  If a particular point gets belabored, the 
chairman has the right to limit debate.  If you should not like the board's decision, you have the right to 
take it to the Circuit Court.  You have thirty (30) days to file with the Circuit Court.  When the appeal 
you're involved with has finished, you are welcome to leave or stay, whatever you wish. 
 
5.  APPEALS 
 
2007-003  Brian/Amy Lorkowski  Lot #143 Bluebill (7257) 
   Wally Sampson, representative 
 
Appellate requesting to construct a new single family dwelling with 6’5” rear variance and 1’ side 
variance. 
 
Request for variance from Ordinance #123, to construct a single family dwelling requiring 6’5” 
rear yard setback where 55’ is required and 1’ side yard setback where 15’ is required.  The 
application was denied because Ordinance #123, Article XVIII, section 18.03 (5). 
 
Diss:  Is this a one story or two story home?  Representative:  Two story. 
 
Antkowiak:  What is the practical difficulty?  Representative:  Home is 2500 sq. ft. split.  Appellate:  This 
was our choice of home and will not be blocking any view. 
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Continue:  2007-003 
 
Antkowiak:  Could the home be moved forward?  Appellate:  Standard lot size is 65’ wide; this lot is 62’  
wide and plan could be altered. 
 
Makuch:  There is no practical difficulty.  ZBA was not presented with complete information.  Suggested 
to pull home forward toward the road eliminating 6’5” variance. 
 
Public Participation:   
In favor: Jeff Harris, Lot #138 Bluebill. 
Opposed:  No comment. 
Close Public Participation. 
 
Motion by Makuch, supported by Antkowiak to approve request for 2007-003, lot #143 Bluebill 
(7257) and grant 1’ side yard variance with practical difficulty being overall lot width 62’.  Deny 
6’5” rear yard request and applicant agreed to move house forward.  (ZBA will allow 1’ side yard 
variance). 
AYES:  All.  NAYES:  None.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
6.  Member Comments 
 
Diss:  Sign off sheet is a new form and the appellate no longer needs to sign but requires each board 
member to sign. 
 
6A.  Discussion of new ordinance. 
 
A public hearing was held at the Planning Commission regarding the new ordinance. 
 
Makuch:  Suggested to read and review the new ordinance and submit written comments to Antkowiak. 
 
Antkowiak:  Planning Commission meets the 4th Wednesday. 
 
There was a lengthy discussion by ZBA board. 
 
Antkowiak:  New ordinance will be recommended to Clay Township Board for approval. 
 
Makuch:  How is an enclosed boathouse worded?  Antkowiak:  Rather vaguely but designated as special 
land use. 
 
Diss:  Are there any other areas such as Colony and Anchor Bay Dr.?  Kras:  Yes, discussion.  There are 
exceptions such as primary waterways and secondary waterways. 
 
Nelson:  Keep open and obscure 45-degree angle. 
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Continue:  2007-003 
 
Shirkey:  Why is there another district added?   Antkowiak:  R1L.  (Planning ahead).  Suggested to make 
ZBA a part of Planning Commission agenda for the 4th Wednesday meeting. 
 
7.  Public Comment 
None. 
 
8.  Adjournment 
 
Moved by Makuch, supported by Diss, to adjourn at 8:05 p.m.   
AYES:  All.  NAYES:  None.   MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Dolores M. Nelson 
Recording Secretary 


