Minutes of the Clay Township Regular Board Meeting Held Monday February 7, 2011 in the Clay Township Meeting Hall, 4710 Pointe Tremble Road, Clay Township, Michigan

Supervisor DeBoyer opened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: Supervisor Jay DeBoyer, Clerk Lisa White, Treasurer Connie Turner, Trustee Thomas Krueger, Trustee John Makuch, Trustee John Horvath, Trustee Joanne Shirkey

ABSENT: None

Citizens: Eight

BILLS PAYABLE

Motion by Turner, supported by Horvath, to pay the bills in the amount of $77,964.37

Makuch: Education & Training, Huron Scuba, five drysuits?

Chief DuPage: Five Drysuit training Classes

Shirkey: Network Connections voided?

Turner: Shipping and Handling wasn’t included

DeBoyer: The $7,570.50?  That is who is handling our phone system, the hookup, etc.

ROLL CALL VOTE

AYES: Horvath, Makuch, Krueger, DeBoyer, Shirkey, Turner, White

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

MOTION CARRIED

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion by Makuch, supported by Turner, to approve as stated

AYES: All

NAYES: None

MOTION CARRIED

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None

PUBLIC COMMENTS RELATING TO ANY NEW BUSINESS

None

NEW BUSINESS

1. 2011 Trail Sale

Kathy DePetro:  We’re looking for approval.  Been to the Police and the school and got approval.  

Turner: Have Island Drive on here, think it should be Lakepointe

Shirkey: How many vendors were there last year?

DePetro: Twenty-eight

Shirkey: Anticipating more this year?

DePetro: Hope for seventy or eighty.  Have fifty now

Shirkey: Think the park can handle that?

DePetro: Going to take the whole day before and sketching it out

DeBoyer: I think this is a good event, just some things to work out

DePetro: Hope to raise a thousand dollars this year for the park.

Makuch: Was this the event that last year there was parking along the highway? Can’t have that.

DeBoyer: The way laid out will prevent it.

DePetro: Going to put up barricades.  Pennant banners

Motion by Horvath, supported by Krueger to allow Trail Sales as proposed

AYES: All

NAYES: None

MOTION CARRIED

2. Amendments to Zoning Ordinance #126 

Krueger: Amendments that been talking about to allow certain nonconformities on Anchor Bay Drive and to allow bigger structures on residential lots, pole barns.  Would like to point out under section 301 #9, there is a typo in regard to height.  Should say “(20’) in height and shall maintain a minimum setback of twenty feet (20’) from all side and rear property lines”.

Motion by Krueger, supported by Shirkey, to approve the resolution to amend Zoning Ordinance Section 3.23 and 3.01 as noted on the Resolution.
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Shirkey: In the nonconformities, the Anchor Bay lots sample, in the motion made at the Planning Commission it says with the inclusion in the examples to add a 40’ wide lot with a side yard setback of 5’.  I believe that was to make it easier for 40’ lots to not have to come for a variance.  

Krueger: That’s right, need to put that in there.  Will amend my motion on the approval of this resolution to include under the example the lot width of 40’, a side yard one of 5’ and a side yard 2 of 5’.  Shirkey supported amendment.

Makuch: After sitting on the ZBA for a number of years, this is a good job.  For the firefighters you have to have room.

Horvath: On the part of the footage, is that clear?

Krueger: Yes, I think with the example it says it all.  I think it’s clear

Horvath: This is to the benefit of the people, didn’t have it before.

Krueger: It came to be because of feedback from our zoning board.  These two issues came before them constantly.  Hopefully with adjusting the ordinance we can put a stop to people having to go to the ZBA and incurring the expense.

ROLL CALL

AYES: Turner, White, Shirkey, Krueger, Makuch, DeBoyer, Horvath

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

MOTION CARRIED

3. Zoning Board of Appeals Resignation

DeBoyer: Received a letter from Marianne Diss stating she at this time would like to resign from the Zoning Board of Appeals

Motion by Makuch, supported by Shirkey, to accept the resignation of Marianne Diss and thank her for her years of service.

Shirkey: Been on the ZBA many years and commend her years of service and thank her for her service to the community

AYES: All

NAYES: None

MOTION CARRIED

4. Sales of Rescue Boat

Chief DuPage: With the merger of the two departments believe can down size the fleet of boats.  This is a 24’ Zodiac and believe can afford to get rid of it and save on maintenance, dockage and storage, training and etc. and function with the other boats we have

DeBoyer: It looks like it is the City of Marine City, that we have mutual aid with, that is going to have the boat.

DuPage: The City of Marine City came to me wanting to look at the boat because they wanted to buy one like it.  

Horvath: Have they committed?

DuPage: Told them to hold off until I have approval to sell it.  If they weren’t interested I would still like to put it up for sale.  Marine City looked at the boat and let them try it.  Conned them into storing it for the winter so we don’t have to pay storage.  The Supervisor and me talked about it.  They came back to me about three weeks ago and said if the Board approved selling it they would like to purchase it.

Makuch: Spoke to Daryl about and in my opinion I think it is a good idea

Motion by Makuch, supported by Shirkey, to allow the Fired Department to negotiate with the Marine City Fire Department or anyone else interested in buying this particular boat.

Krueger: Are we under any requirements?

DeBoyer: Met with John McNamee today and he said we do not have a statutorily obligation.  He cautioned that when we sell it we sell it for a fair market value.  One of the benefits with Marine City is we have a mutual aid agreement and it is still in the neighborhood.

DuPage: Had a water call while they were in possession of it and one of the responding agencies had their boat go down so we called Marine City and they brought the boat.

DeBoyer: Before we agree on a sale price think it should come back to us.

Makuch: Motion said he could negotiate

Krueger: Should we get an appraisal?

DuPage: Had the sales rep out to do a repair, the one who sold it to the Fire Department and he gave me a price, said should get around $25,000.

Horvath: What did it cost new?

DuPage: Think just under $50,000
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AYES: All

NAYES: None

MOTION CARRIED

PUBLIC COMMENTS

W. Simon 4722 Green Drive, Harsens Island:  Questions on nuclear materials being sent through the Great Lakes from Canada, have they asked us?

DeBoyer: No, seems it is a protected, can’t get near it to question it.

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS


Shirkey: County Planning Workshop February 24th, a class on the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act.  Think something we need to look into.

DeBoyer: I’m going to it, because apparently there are loopholes in the legislation.  If anyone wants to go they can.  Did go to the MTA convention, it was pretty good.  Learned a lot about contracts.  

Makuch: In answer to Mr. Simons, the sheriff department dive team has worked with Homeland Security and St. Clair County Emergency Management and done some training and had a joint training at one of the power plants.

DeBoyer: They can document it is the safest way to transport

Horvath: Comments on water fees in other communities and our water is least expensive.

DeBoyer: The budget of our Water Department has turned around, still not out of the woods and the forecast is good.

Horvath: If had been done 20 years ago we wouldn’t be talking about this

DeBoyer: Called eighteen other communities and we are the cheapest 

ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Makuch, supported by Krueger, to adjourn at 8:00 p.m.

AYES: All

NAYES: None

MOTION CARRIED

Lisa M. White

Clay Township Clerk

