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MINUTES OF THE CLAY TOWNSHIP DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT

AUTHORITY MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2009

IN THE CLAY TOWNSHIP BOARD ROOM, 4710 PTE. TREMBLE ROAD,

CLAY TOWNSHIP, MICHIGAN  48001 AT 7:30 P.M.

Vice-Chairman Richard Wagner called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

1.
ROLL CALL / ESTABLISH QUORUM:

PRESENT:  Ann Caiger, Jay DeBoyer, Robert Johnson, Thomas Bynum; Richard Wagner

ABSENT & EXCUSED:  Mark Thompson, Joseph Little, Artie Bryson

A quorum was established. 

Also Present:  Connie Turner, Township Treasurer; Dorothy DeBoyer, Township Deputy Clerk; Jeff Horner, Project Control Engineering, Inc.

2. 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA / AMENDMENTS:

Vice Chairman Wagner:  Requested amending the Agenda as follows: 


Under (7) Old Business, add (b) Grant Information.

Under (8) New Business, remove (a) Façade Program and (b) Business Incubator and add them to the agenda for the next meeting.


Motion by J. DeBoyer, supported by Bynum to approve the Agenda as amended.

AYES:  All 
NAYS:  None

ABSENT:  Little; Bryson; Thompson

MOTION CARRIED.

3.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 10, 2009:

Motion by J. DeBoyer, supported by Caiger to approve the Minutes of November 10, 2009 as presented.

AYES:  All
NAYS:  None.
ABSENT:  Little; Bryson; Thompson

MOTION CARRIED.  

4. 
TREASURER’S REPORT – NOVEMBER 2009:

Vice-Chairman Wagner:  Questioned why there were two DTE bills and whether it was for two months or two different meters?

Turner:  Stated the bills come at different times.

Vice-Chairman Wagner:  Do we have one meter for the towers and one for the park?

Turner:  We have one for the sirens, one for the park, and one for the light at Ainsworth.

Vice-Chairman Wagner:  Questioned whether the $265.00 for Cortis Brothers is for what they approved at the last meeting that pays this bill in full?

Turner:  That was for the final bill.

Motion by Caiger, supported by Bynum to approve the Treasurer’s Report for November 2009 as submitted.

AYES:  All
NAYS:  None

ABSENT:  Little; Bryson; Thompson

5. 
BILLS PAYABLE:


Christine Holcomb - Minutes


$45.00





TOTAL

$45.00

6.
COMMUNCATIONS:


(a)
Jim Van Scott letter:

Vice-Chairman Wagner:  The DDA has received a letter from Mr. Van Scott regarding purchasing a bench for the new park.  He suggested discussion on this issue occur during the Report on the Park. 

Turner:  Mr. Van Scott came into the Township Offices and asked whether he could purchase a bench for the park as a memorial to his wife. 

Johnson:  Thinks that’s great but does not feel that businesses should be allowed to purchase benches for advertising purposes. 

Turner:  It would just be a memorial plaque on the bench.

A discussion then occurred amongst Board members regarding the possibilities of memorial benches in the park. 

Vice-Chairman Wagner:  He feels it’s a great idea but that the DDA should look at the overall proposal during discussions in January.

(b)
Periodicals:

Vice-Chairman Wagner:  The DDA has received some periodicals available for review.  

7.
OLD BUSINESS
(a)     Report on the Park:

Johnson:  The Rotary money is there for the benches that the DDA decides to order.  They have donated $6,000.00.

J. DeBoyer:  I believes we counted places for 13 or 15 benches. 

Vice-Chairman Wagner:  What is the cost per bench?

J. DeBoyer:  There is a wide range because of there are 3 or 4 left to choose from and it will depend on which bench is ordered.  I feel we should get them ordered but wonder whether we should have them installed in the winter.  We also need to purchase garbage canisters and cans.

Horner:  Will there be snow removal on the path?

J. DeBoyer:  I believe that was agreed upon since the Township has the machine to do the sidewalks.

Johnson:  When are they going to put the distance markers on the path?

Vice-Chairman Wagner:  Why doesn’t the path have distance markers?

Horner:  There’s no reason we can’t paint the distance markers on the path.

J. DeBoyer:  I spoke with the Water Department and they have agreed to paint the distance markers on the path.

Johnson:  Is there any further information about the “Stop” signs on the sidewalks at intersections?

Horner:  I will go back and check because I believe we priced out different path signs and “stop” signs for the sidewalks and bring that to the next meeting.

(b)
Grant Information: 

Vice-Chairman Wagner:  Attached to your packets is the information advising that we did not receive the grant for the park.  Mark Thompson and I talked about having the architect come back to the January 2010 meeting and discuss planning the rest of the park out in phases.  Due to not receiving the grant money and the amount of money available to the DDA, we will definitely have to complete the park in phases over the next 5 to 7 years.

Johnson:  Suggested ordering the benches while the money is available from the Rotary.

J. DeBoyer:  I’d suggest ordering the bronze, black or brown benches.

Vice-Chairman Wagner:  As long as they’re low maintenance and comfortable.

Horner:  Are we anchoring them to the concrete?

J. DeBoyer:  Yes.  I will get a total price for the benches, garbage cans, and installation and if it seems out of line, we can make a decision a the next meeting.

Motion by Johnson, supported by Bynum to approve the purchase of benches at a cost not to exceed $6,000.00.

AYES:  All
NAYS:  None

ABSENT:  Little; Bryson; Thompson

MOTION CARRIED.

J. DeBoyer:  Connie and I had talked about what the Township has financially to commit to the park over the next few years.

Turner:  The Township has $396,000.00 in the Parks and Recreation Fund because they don’t take anything out of it.  The DRC and library are budgeted in the General Fund.

J. DeBoyer:  In January, we really need to talk about the phases of the park that we want to accomplish next.  Everyone asks about the water park and that may be the next phase we want to develop.

Caiger:  We have enough there that makes it useable.  The water park would make it even better.

J. DeBoyer:  If we could get the water park and the bathrooms in, that would make the park very functionable.  We could piece in everything else after that.  Mike Coach is going to get us an estimate for a 24-hour camera surveillance system for the park.

Johnson:  I can also get you the name of the company that installed the security system for my business. 

Turner:   Is there going to be lighting installed around the park?

Horner:  Yes.  That’s why they pre-installed the conduit crossings for them.  

Vice-Chairman Wagner:  Who replaces the three lights at Ainsworth?

J. DeBoyer:  Parts had to be special ordered for them and will be replaced when they come in. 

Horner:  I would suggest pursuing the next phase of the park quickly so that you can get an early construction start, possibly getting bids out in late March, early April, especially if the water park will be the next phase so work can be completed in time for the warm weather. 

8.
NEW BUSINESS:   


(a) 
Façade Program:  

To be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.

(b) Business Incubator:

To be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.

9.  
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS:

Vice-Chairman Wagner:  I was totally disappointed that we didn’t get the grant.  I didn’t notice anything on the list for Harsens Island either. 


J. DeBoyer:  It was pulled because there was a matching funds problem.

10.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:

None.

11.
ADJOURNMENT  

Motion by J. DeBoyer, supported by Caiger to adjourn the meeting at 7:54 p.m.

AYES:  All  
NAYS:  None
     ABSENT:  Little; Bryson; Thompson

MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,

Christine J. Holcomb

Recording Secretary

